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Abstract:  

 

The conception of the body as an "open" organism, with possibly porous borders, is not 

new (see Ancient theories of the body-macrocosm, as the metaphor of politics, idea of the 

five senses as body doors...). However, Gender Studies provide new paths of reflection 

and new ways of understanding the question. The purpose of this seminar is to question 

the boundaries and spaces of the gendered body, based on the idea that gender is not a 

closed or delimited entity, but can and must be understood in its relations and interactions 

with its external contexts (other bodies, human or non-human, objects, spaces). The body 

will be studied as an object of literary and artistic representation, at the crossroads of 

discursive dynamics involving the symbolic, the political, the psychological and so on. 

 

We suggest a body topology intended to orient the approaches of the contributions. 

 

 

Demarcation - Empire-body   

 

The gendered body is constituted as a set of external physical characteristics manifesting 

a gender identity, whether self-defined or attributed. In the 90s, the American philosopher 

Judith Butler demonstrates that the body is one condition of the existence of gender as a 

cultural construct. It is the "surface of inscription" of gender identity, whose boundaries 

are delimited by History and regulatory discursive practices. The body becomes the locus 

of gender, defined as "corporeal enactment", or a set of bodily acts without which the 

very notion of gender would not exist. 

The choice or attribution of a gender (most often on the female/male binary model) 

determines one's experience of the lived body—in terms of sexuality and beauty canons, 

but also of consumption choices, social, medical, sports, artistic, or even practices. 

Cultural productions, abounding with fixed gender bodies, convey, echo, or establish 

these determining gender norms.  

 

 

Reconstruction - Corporeal borders  

 

The body can also question, surpass or challenge normative gendered constructs (female 

vs. male dualism, heteronormativity). Becoming a borderline space, the body becomes 



the locus of gender instability. According to Judith Butler, the body is "a variable 

boundary, a surface whose permeability is politically regulated, a signifying practice". 

Queer theory emphasizes the rich diversity of physical expressions of gender, underlining 

the possible deconstruction of gendered identities through performance, playfulness or 

transformation. At the same time, "third wave" feminisms benefit from the intersection 

with post-colonial theories (black feminism, literatura chicana in Latin America). These 

emergent feminist literatures further unpack a reflection on social, political and 

geographical spaces of body inscriptions, paving the way for intersecting approaches at 

the crossroads of the intimate and the systemic. 

 

 

Alienation vs. Emancipation - Body-city    

 

 

The private space/public space division raises the question of body vulnerability vs. body 

impenetrability, both physically and emotionally. The vulnerable subject is usually 

considered female, while the male body is assumed to be impenetrable. Conversely, in 

the intimate sphere, the female body is presented as particularly inclined to emotional 

effusion, overflow, or performance. In contrast, the ethos of impenetrable masculinity 

places the male body away from any "leakage" risk. 

Such an opposition is blatant in the urban space. Indeed, if in contemporary Western 

societies the female body is no longer confined to the domestic, its presence and its free 

circulation in the public space are problematic. Her body is often perceived as a prey or a 

mercantile good: in French, a "femme publique" means a prostitute, while a "homme 

public" designates a person, or rather a personality, invested with media or political 

responsibilities. In addition, the body is at the core of empowerment strategies. They 

include postures, gestures of self-defense or personal affirmation, political 

demonstrations, supportive behaviors and solidarity between women (sisterhood) or, 

conversely, the pressure of a constant comparison between female bodies in the public 

space. 

 

 

Digitalization - Cyberbodies  

 

Finally, how new technologies shift our vision of the body? Are digital spaces 

disembodied, or do they increase the visibility of bodies? On the internet, one can exist 

without a body, under the mask of apparent anonymity, behind a pseudonym or an avatar. 

Yet, cyberspaces exhibit an incommensurable number of bodies in global video products, 

social networks, or mainstream pornography. The almost unregulated broadcasting of 

amateur audiovisual content on collective platforms (Youtube, Instagram) adds a new 

layer of real bodies, reflecting the diversity of users. What are the impacts of these new 

forms of body visibility and invisibility on gender boundaries? 

  

Cultural productions will both be studied as vehicles or echoes of "external" cultural 

representations, and as places elaboration and/or questioning of representations—we may 

wonder to what extent cultural productions renew and endorse cultural representations, or 



shift and transform our vision of the gendered body as elaborated in specific social, 

cultural, and ideological contexts.  

 

 

Practical information: 

 

Interested students can contribute in two ways: 

 

1) With a "traditional" paper: 20 minutes oral presentation about your personal past or 

current research.  

2) With an informal presentation (10 minutes max.) about a personal/collective creative 

project, an art experience, or an artwork/cultural event you consider particularly relevant 

and would like to share with others (all formats accepeted: video, visual, audio, literary, 

ludic...)   

 

Schedule: Friday April, 20th - 9am-1pm / lunch break / 2:30pm-5pm 

Room B03, Departamento de Filología (Campus Norte)  

 

Languages: English, français, castellano, gallego.  

Important: For a matter of linguistic inclusivity, please provide a visual support in 

English if you want to present in another language (help available if needed).  

 

Projects of contribution to send by e-mail before March, 31st 2018 to the three 

organizers:  

Eléonore Pascolini: eleonore.pascolini@gmail.com 

Jade Penancier: jade.penancier@rai.usc.es 

and Salomé Rossignol: slarossignol@gmail.com 

 

Academic advisors: Sophie Albert (Paris IV) and Laura Lojo Rodriguez (USC) 

 

The three organizers are students currently completing their second years of master. The 

purpose of this seminar aimed at students from all Humanities disciplines is to foster 

intellectual exchange around Gender Studies approaches, and to provide a supportive 

space to practice academic presentations. 

In case you have any doubt or question, please contact Jade Penancier.  

 

 

Participation form: 

 

Full name: 

Presentation format (option 1 or 2 + language): 

Abstract (max 1 page/500 words): 

Current formation (title + level):  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 


